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1. Applicant cancelled claims 1-8. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Azieres et al. (U.S. 6,646.564) in view of Cravo de Almeida et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 

2002/0169871). 

As per claims 9 and 20-25. Azieres et al. teach a mechanism for recording 
condition values of the technical installation (see col. 7, lines 18-28); and a mechanism 
for transmitting the recorded condition values to a central maintenance management 
system, the central maintenance management system comprising a first mechanism for 
evaluation of the condition values and a second mechanism for generating maintenance 
orders according to the result of the evaluation of the condition values (see col. 7, lines 
1-28; col. 2, lines 1-35; col. 12, lines 30-45; col. 13, lines 3-26; and col. 3, line 63 to col. 
4, line 28), wherein the mechanism for transmitting the recorded condition values is 
adapted for transmitting the recorded condition values using e-mail (see col. 3, line 63 
to col. 4, line 4; col. 4, lines 53-57; and col. 7. lines 30-45). 

Azieres et al. do not explicitly teach transmitting the recorded condition values to 
the central maintenance management system using e-mail. 
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Cravo de Almeida et al. teach tliis feature (see paragraphs [0005] ; [0007] ; 
[0009] ; and [001 1]). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the Invention was made to incorporate Cravo de Almeida et al.'s teaching 
into Azieres et al.'s teaching because it would analyze the collected data in an efficient 
manner to determine the system performance and take any necessary actions to assure 
its proper performance. 

As per claims 10 and 26, Azieres et al. further teach that the second 
mechanism of the central maintenance management system generates the 
maintenance orders according to predefined mies (see col. 13, lines 3-26). 

As per claims 11 and 12, Azieres et al. further teach that the central 
maintenance management system comprises a third mechanism for Implementation, 
monitoring and/or documentation of the generated maintenance order (see col. 3, line 
63 to col. 4. line 28). 

As per claims 13-15, Azieres et al. further teach that the mechanism for 
transmitting Is adapted for using a http transfer (see col. 12, lines 24-30). 

As per claims 17-19, Azieres et al. further teach that the mechanism for 
recording is Integrated into a logical program controller (see col. 12, lines 6-45). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 10/19/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Azieres et al. do not teach transmitting the recorded 
condition values to the central maintenance system using e-mail. 
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Examiner disagrees with the Applicant argument because Azieres et al. teach, in 
col. 3, line 63 to col. 4, line 4 and col. 4, lines 53-57, that the recorded condition values 
can be transmitted to the central maintenance system using e-mail. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to. this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact information 

5. Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohamed Charioui whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2213. The examiner can nomially be reached Monday through Friday, from 9 am 
to 6 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Marc S Hoff can be reached on (571 ) 272-2216. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mohamed Charioui 
1/3/07 
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